
Chapter 8: Social Structure Theories of Crime I  

retreatist gangs: a 
type of gang identified 
by Cloward and Ohlin 
that tends to attract 
individuals who have 
failed to succeed in 
both the conventional 
world and the criminal 
or conflict gangs of their 
neighborhoods.

Many gangs thrive more 
on violence than on profit-
making activities. Such 
gangs, called conflict 
gangs, tend to be more 
territorial and are often 
found in neighborhoods 
lacking the structure 
provided by established 
crime syndicates.
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